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can one determine the merits of BPP. 3 This sort of evaluation

argues against the Commission adopting generalized conclusions

and universal rules.

In any event, there is certainly many rural areas where the

number of 0+ calls and the number of affected transient users

will be small, and this will mean that the per-unit cost of BPP

will be enormous. Therefore, at the very least, should the

Commission decide to move forward with its generalized

requirement (Which NTCA does not favor), then end offices below a

specific cost/benefit limiting size should be exempt from any

mandatory requirement. 4

II. BPP IS UNNECESSARY; MEASURES ARE ALREADY IN PLACE THAT WILL
ACHIEVE THE SAME BENEFITS AS PERCEIVED TO BE PROMOTED BY
BPP.

Fundamentally, the potential benefits of BPP will flow to

transient callers5 who must make interLATA calls, but without

BPP would not otherwise be able to have their call carried by

their carrier of choice. 6 Problems associated with callers who

3 Using Rural Electrification Administration borrower data,
small and rural telcos typically have less than 10 paystations
per exchange. While impossible to determine accurately, the
number of transient users must be small relative to urban highly­
populated areas.

4 NTCA believes that 10,000 access lines per end office
would be an appropriate cut-off point.

5 Transient callers are those who must make calls from
phones that are not necessarily presubscribed to their carrier of
choice. Most often, this will involve calls made from payphones.

6 0+ interLATA calls placed from normal residential and
business line phones already presubscribed to IXCs do not appear
to present any problem to be solved by BPP. Presumably, the

(continued.•. )
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